8 LOS696LL LEAL € 


Th ae 


5 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61119693018 


CANADA 


BUTCHER, BAKER 
(ND GROCER 


Prepared by 
FOREIGN TRADE SERVICE 
7 DEPARTMENT OF 
TRADE AND COMMERCE 


Canadian wheat, which is grown principally in the Prairie Provinces. Great 
Britain obtained 82 per cent of her imported wheat from Canada in 1947 
and 74 per cent of her flour. 
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foodstuffs, from wheat in bulk 
to prepared sweets. More than 
half the food imported by the 
United Kingdom each year is 
now obtained from Canada, as 
compared with only one- 
quarter before the war. Cana- 
dian agricultural production of 
essential items was substan- 
tially increased during the 
period of hostilities to meet the needs of armed forces and a civilian popula- 
tion in Great Britain that was unable to secure supplies from many of its 
normal sources. The world demand for foodstuffs has continued into the 
postwar years, thereby placing a heavy responsibility upon those nations 
in a position to supply those countries lacking the necessary resources and 
facilities to restore their own economy. 


7 
1922 1025 1930 = 1935 


Special consideration has been given to needs of the United Kingdom, 
a traditional market for Canadian goods. It is also appreciated that 
the successful rehabilitation of Western Europe depends to a large extent 
on the restoration of Great Britain as an important trading nation. 
Definite quantities of staple items, such as bacon and cheese, are set 
aside for shipment to the United Kingdom at production points. During 
the war, these “set asides” virtually removed canned salmon and eight of 
every eleven pounds of cheese from the Canadian domestic market and 
from the rationing system then imposed on the Canadian consumer. A 
steady flow of foodstuffs eastward across the Atlantic was thus ensured. 


Although rationing has been abandoned and the domestic consump- 
tion of foodstuffs has increased, a substantial surplus is still made avail- 
able for export. Canada has entered into a four-year contract to supply 
Britain with 16,000,000 long tons of wheat, of which, 1,500,000 tons 
shall consist of flour. She has also undertaken to supply large quantities 
of bacon, cheese and eggs. 


While volume was of prime consideration during the war, standards 
were raised through the application of research and new techniques. Pro- 
ducts were scientifically selected, tested, graded and packaged. These 
developments, with improved transportation facilities and controlled 
temperatures, now enable Canadian shippers to deliver in British ports 
produce of the highest possible quality. Although shippers have no 
control over their foodstuffs once these have been delivered in the United 


Flour awaiting shipment to 
Britain from Quebec. 


Sewing sacks of flour in a Cana- 


dian mill. 


Flour, produced 
from Canadian 
wheat, passes 
through five grind- 


ing stages. 


Laboratory tests 
assist in produc- 
ing better bread. 


Canadian flour, 
shipped to 76 coun- 
tries in 1947, being 
loaded in Saint 
John. 


Canadian bacon is produced to uniform standards required by the British 


market and flavoured to the British taste. Great Britain obtained 74 per 


cent of her imported bacon from Canada in 1947. 


Kingdom, every effort is made to ensure that the ultimate consumer is 
supplied with goods as specified. It is appreciated that the day will 
eventually come when the housewife can again indicate the brand of her 
choice. The reputation of Canadian foodstuffs must, therefore, be main- 
tained during the present period of austerity, if Canada is to retain her 


favoured position in the British market. 


The United Kingdom imported during 1947 a total of 169,897,000 
cwts. of the more important foodstuffs, of which 91,166,000 cwts. were 
obtained from Canada. This represents a percentage of 53.6. Canada 
supplied 82 per cent of Britain’s foreign requirements of wheat, 74 per 
cent of the flour obtained from abroad, 93 per cent of the oats, 74 per cent 
of the bacon, 79 per cent of the ham, 12 per cent of the cheese, 18 per cent 
of the poultry, 47 per vent of the shell eggs and 16 per cent of the dried 
eggs. Further details, including a comparison with imports in 1938, are 
set forth at the back of this brochure. 


Re onrs OF BACON from Canada to Great Britain during the six war years 
exceeded total shipments for the preceding 35 years. Ninety-five per cent 
of all Canadian hogs are of bacon type. The bacon itself is produced 
to uniform standards required by the British market and flavoured to the 
British taste. Sir Andrew Jones, C.M.G., head of the British Food Mission 
in Canada, said on this subject: “Speaking not as an expert, but as an ordi- 
nary consumer, I would say that the Canadian bacon supplied to Great 
Britain during the past six years is in all respects up to the standard of 
the British and Danish product. It has met with ready acceptance by 


the British housewife who, contrary to the view I have frequently heard 
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Hogs of correct bacon size, 200-210 
pounds. | 


Official government stamp of approval 
on a Wiltshire side. 


Wiltshire sides in a cold storage 
warehouse. 
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National Research Council, in 
Ottawa, assists bacon industry in 
improving quality of Canadian pro- 
duct. 


Skirt cloths protect Canadian cheddar cheese, which has established a high 
reputation over the last seventy-five years. Twelve per cent of the cheese 
imported by Great Britain in 1947 came from Canada. 


The National Research Council of Canada has constructed a bacon- 
testing laboratory for the purpose of raising and maintaining the high 
quality of Wiltshire bacon for the British market. The current procedure 
is to salt the meat in Canada before its shipment to the United Kingdom, 
where it is smoked. It is maintained by the industry that a more stable 
product could be provided if the smoking were done in Canada prior to 
shipment. Meat from hogs of the correct bacon size—200 to 210 pounds— 
is brought to the National Research Council laboratories in Ottawa after 
being officially approved and salt-cured. A small section is then placed 
in a miniature, electrically-heated smokehouse, after which the smoked 
bacon is sliced and grilled. 


The cooked bacon is placed in small, sterile, glass dishes, and passed 
to testers, seated in air-conditioned cubicles. Their opinion of the flavour 
is set down on score cards, which are then collected and the information 
tabulated. This is made available to the bacon industry, so that varia- 
tions in the processing and keeping qualities of the product may be 
assessed. No effort is spared in achieving the highest standards for 
Canadian Wiltshire sides. 


During a recent visit to Manchester, a representative of the Cana- 
dian Department of Agriculture, stationed in London, was informed by 
butchers, meat dealers, wholesalers and other retailers that Canadian 
bacon was held in high regard. They were favourably impressed by the 
steady and substantial shipments of Canadian bacon to Britain, and by 


the improved quality that is meeting with the satisfaction of householders. 
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type, which has enjoyed a 


ready sale in Great Britain. 


When dairy production was 


stimulated during the war by 


the payment of producer subsi- 
dies, some 206,000,000 pounds 
of cheddar cheese were pro- 1922 1925 1930 1935 


duced per annum in Canada. 


Agricultural shows stimulate 


production of higher quality 
foodstuffs, handsome prizes 


being awarded to winners. 


Canada’s cheese exports in 


1947 totalled 62 million 
pounds, of which 60 millions 
were shipped to Britain. 


Curd is cut after being malted — 
in an experimental vat. 
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Eggs awaiting shipment to United Kingdom. Canadian hens laid 4.5 thou- 
sand million eggs in 1947, of which 665 million shell eggs were exported to 
Great Britain, 47 per cent of whose imports were obtained from Canada. 
“Sugar dried” eggs were also shipped in large volume. 


When price control was abandoned on June 1, 1946, producer-subsidies 
were terminated, and the output declined. However, of Canada’s cheese 
exports in 1947, amounting to 62 million pounds, no less than 60 million 
were shipped to the United Kingdom. Special types of cheese are also 
produced in Canada. such as Roquefort and Cheshire, while the Trappist 
Monastery at Oka, in Quebec Province, has established a high reputa- 
tion for Oka cheese. Limburger and !esser-known varieties are likewise 
available. By-products from cheese are being utilized to an ever greater 
extent in Canada. Lactose, made from milk-sugar crystals obtained 
from whey by a process of evaporation, is used for many purposes. It has 
gained special attention as a media for the growth of the mould from 


which penicillin is obtained. 


eee EGGS for export are packed in grading stations under 
government supervision. Their selection, marketing, packing and 
transportation follow a set pattern, designed to meet British require- 
ments, while railway cars are heated in winter and iced in summer to 
maintain the desired temperature. Improvements have also been made 
in the refrigerated chambers aboard ships, and producers have no 
hesitation in stamping the word CANADA on every egg destined for the 
British market. 


Provision has been made to supply Great Britain with more eggs 
during the autumn and winter months, resulting from research under- 
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low. Even the dried egg has 


received careful  consider- 


A 
4 
a 
| 
p Bae ne See eeeeeeseseeen 


1922 1925 1930 1935 1040 


a 
e 


Too 


ation, and “sugar dried eggs” 


Loading eggs in the hold of 


fast cargo liner. 


Egg production is studied « 
Canadian experimental farm 
and the number of each hen i 
recorded on its eggs to ider 


tify chicks when hatched. 


Canadian egg display in 


dairy show. 


“*Candling” eggs at Swift Cw 
rent, Saskatchewan, where st 
girls candle, grade and ca: 
more than 1.5 million eggs 
year. 


million, of which 86 million 
shipped 15 million pounds of 


dressed and undressed poultry to 17 countries in 1947, of which 12 million 


pounds went to Great Britain. 


Canada’s poultry population totals over 90 


consist of hens, cocks and chickens. Canada 


are now made available to the British baker. Of 12,867,000 pounds export- 
ed in1947 to nine countries, 12,735,000 pounds went to the United King- 
dom. Shipments of shell eggs in the same period totalled 58,126,000 dozen, 
of which 56,454,000 dozen were shipped to Britain. On the basis of popu- 
Jation, Canadian hens supply each man, woman and child in Great Britain 


with nineteen eggs and 5.6 pounds of sugar dried eggs per annum. 


Beterray -MEAT production rose rapidly during the war to meet the unpre- 
cedented domestic and export demand, the number of hens, cocks and chick- 
ens on Canadian farms increasing from 55,700,000 in 1939 to a peak of 
79,700,000 in 1944. Whereas there were only six poultry processing 
plants in Canada at the outbreak of hostilities, there are now over two 
hundred modern plants in operation. Grades have been established for 
dressed poultry, and packaging has been perfected to the point where 
Canadian dressed poultry can hold its own with comparable grades any- 
where in the world. Canada shipped 15 million pounds of dressed and 
' undressed poultry to seventeen countries in 1947, of which 12 million 


pounds went to Great Britain. 


Canada proved her ability to serve the British market during the 
war in the capacity of butcher, baker and grocer, in some cases providing 
foodstuffs in excess of the quantities for which production was planned and 
contracts made. She is now making every effort to keep her good cus- 


tomers, to provide them with food of the highest possible standard and to 
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TAGGED 


CHICKENS 


GRADE A 
MILKFED 


Fully formed chicks look out 
upon the world 21 days after 
eggs are laid and placed in an 
incubator. 


Grades have been established 
for dressed poultry and pack- 
ing perfected. 


Poultry on display indicates 
desirability of buying by grade. 


Eviscerated poultry is attrac- 
tively packaged for the house- 


wife. 
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SAILING DISTANCES 
FROM CANADIAN PORTS 


(Nautical Miles) 
CHURCHILL TO LIVERPOOL 
HALIFAX TO GLASGOW 
MONTREAL TO BELFAST 
NEW WESTMINSTER TO LIVERPOOL 
QUEBEC TO SOUTHAMPTON 
SAINT JOHN TO MANCHESTER 
THREE RIVERS TO LEITH 
VANCOUVER TO LONDON 


CHURCHILL 


QUEBEC » 
MONTREAL e 


21949 
2,408 
2,645 
8,647 
2,927 
2,775 
2,779 
8,859 
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imports are shown in black - percentage of total imports 54% 
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Principal Sources of Supply 


British Imports of Bacon 


Total imports— 1938 1946 1947 
OO eee eee te Cwts 6,867,915 3,902,420 2,634,806 
Valueiees Gua ee er ere oes s & 30,920,940 23,003,062 20,946,042 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Catradl as meee is ce eck Vee 1,275,301 2,976,299 1,962,454 
Be co ea ee He mee Re 536,773 2,498 ee 
SWEGEN fo sey tea kere tad 251,048 tae ae 
PCR ALE oO Sid eae 3,389,192 801,060 651,482 
Neétherkanidaiie. s/o ey.s . LY ies 514,290 rot 16,074 
Dinited States 2 sc eee 42,821 115,719 76 
AL Gena, 7. aia caee oe bese 29,791 1 38 


RAS EAE Me ee Le ee RE a EER RS RO SN hy Se ae 
British Imports of Poultry, Fresh, Chilled or Frozen 


Total imports— 1938 1946 1947 
W Glume sa! ies bi Sa hee Cwts. 440,718 309,389 590,002 
N REOS ee ake oc ee eee £ 1,706,473 3,746,510 6,999,066 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
aaa ae ee ee ee Le 12,501 10,296 107,479 
Australia. sees co  e hoaeat 1,601 28,478 82,398 
PATE a. ce Re eae gic ee ee 101,823 161,146 125,875 
Dn sary teers en ee cee 150,368 8,508 97,920 
Nirposlaviagats: fe Nagios oc 41,749 on Seek 
United sstates . foc one + 2,982 30,608 41,190 
Arpeaiitiains.: 2 ee eee eee 22,663 67,196 98,418 


Eh OLE ed IO IEE ERC DS TNL DS SR MEAN nee) ic NT MAE a os 
British Imports of Wheat 


Totalamporte ss: 2. 0olte te soe 1938 1946 1947 
V oluimesn ig reco hiss eee Cwts. 101,626,356 67,443,436 83,907,988 
Vali ate vase i x1. gs ee es 38,627,554 66,287,225 91,386,027 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
LOVE En aie ere str tee - 28,830,526 57,688,002 68,785,527 
UNIO LEAL <p) ce ee 30,995,228 eal 2 he 
United Stales-cene sao ee 15,805,289 7,924,719 6,930,655 
AXP CRTN Ds. ir 5s oe ee eee 5,810,656 2,230,715 7,744,430 


ES ARS TS ESE SET SEI SE PENSE I SBR 8 8 RSIS SR 
British Imports of Apples 


Total imports— 


Volume 20.23.52 Gee Cwts. 

Valti@s¢ 2's ecb eee ae, es x 
Principal sources— 

Ganatlae ). 23002 2a en ee 

AyistPalid ote! Gate. ete ate 


Total imports— 


1938 
7,067,523 
6,015,173 

Cwts. 


3,006,589 
1,502,504 

407,285 
1,558,744 
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British Imports of Oats 


1938 


1,575,721 
Do 120 


Cwts. 


1,479,701 


1946 
1,836,709 
3,784,562 

Cwts. 
L2TLOTy 
370,459 
100,617 
54,399 


1946 
2,096,130 
2,012,889 

Cwts. 
1,510,191 
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985,917 


1947 
1,512,751 
3,445,469 


Cwts. 


663,145 
114,947 


610,831 


1947 
2,118,267 
2,266,392 

Cwts. 


1,968,609 
149,658 


Principal Sources of Supply 


British Imports of Cheese 


Total imports— 1938 1946 1947 
Dee 5 te oa ees Cwts. 2,927,326 4,072,955 3,830,029 
Oo Te OU aa £. 9,681,245 26,208,693 31,512,081 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
(ONS SoA <A ae 677,737 1,004,945 458,024. 
RM ote relly Bay Rs ss ea Zo 15210 365,348 318,377 
ES FO 1,639,401 1,642,452 1,654,408 
OS Oe a en a 19,371 33,836 93,765 
OOP CCT IONICS. 5... sidnis oes «ss 202,474 ae 67,568 
Laci ty OO) igen i a 11,434 25.593 27,210 
RUrtiged States. 26 ats ek ee os 6 983,391 1,205,345 


SEM AM DE SEALS EGOS IE EPR EIFS NRE A ET a RT TEE TEE 
British Imports of Shell Eggs 


Total imports— 1938 1946 1947 
Wyonoines.. fue Fe ae 1,000 doz. 276,977 81,330 115,822 
OT erin clvde fete Rare in vie «5c & 12,374,548 9,286,567 13,481,050 

Principal sources— Thousands of dozens 
APAMAM A... oo ss Pera sal chan — 1,500 38,480 59,471 
een re ness eka 22,183 18,353 13,221 
SOC a eee 10,099 14,665 14,523 
NPN ne 3 Bhd Gon Sk Se aks 95,110 8,420 21,629 
Petneriands. ... on. ass). me FO. 59,324 BAG 6,459 
BOAO) 2 Boas Snes x So Toad 1 674. : 


GS EE LR ER EI Pe Se a 
British Imports of Dried Eggs 


Total imports— 1938 1946 : 1947 
2/58 Th ae eg ee Cwts. 6,357 914,665 673,759 
UES Se eee eee aie ee ree Fy, 70,650 30,783,856 23,763,730 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
DET CE OY ar ee ae, Seen ee ee 109,880 110,453 
RE ee ee i a ee es 24,570 35,603 
SH iited STATES A caw. os datos Le in 704,380 521,555 
“ESCA: LA 2 5229 5,980 


British Imports of Flour 


Total imports— _ 1938 1946 ‘ * 1947 
PHASER ac costs peated Cwts. 7,676,749 10,704,709 17,883,680 
El! ne peer oe & 3,979,988 13,579,298 27,309,070 

Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Re ee eee tes ee ee SS 3,652,616 9,451,600 13,218,766 
DR RUSEE MLS Kop is ig ane 8k ewe si 2,930,469 59,307 2,023,796 
Miniies States... 2685.02. a 395,242 981,700 2,641,090 
MCSA Gas cial Father: BEE. we SS 389,314 210 694 dene ts 
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British Imports of Canned Salmon 


Total imports— 1938 1946 1947 
NS NINNAR lessees os ccyeree et Cwts. 1,151,829 859,120 666,732 
te! ‘ A RO ars Sen £ 4,616,019 6,640,492 6,679,683 
Principal sources— Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
ONCE eae ee 155,679 512,796 207,938 
eT ESAT. (oie oie vs dew eave 300,608 a. 25,434 


Silen SIBtes ...¢5.00s ves. er 299,373 346,322 433,270 


British Imports of Foodstuffs 


(Cwts.) 
1947 

Whéent in 2 to death. cn eee eee 83,907,988 
Wheat‘lour. sis: «hes oe? or eee 17,883,680 
Barley alos tas o> eae 6 oe ads 2,258,939 
CB Ce AG od oN Coe Se a 2,118,267 
Cat prodacts.:2 .i5 5 seein wate 187,822 
Beare ek. S25 eee a eat sa 542,060 
GET ue ee eee OS oe ce iain ae 9,899,404 
Mutton ‘and lamb :.>. 8-2 .53, 22 8,530,791 
Bacar.) eee ee 2,634,806 
Tiga t oa, Ge ee eae 1,601 
Par ee hes SER eS eee. 286,938 
Park Ollals 28 ee ae eae eek 147,770 
Batter} oe race es ee 4,325,825 
Cheeses 655-27 5 eee aca oe 3,830,029 
Poultrysis.s. 2 iencs <i eee ee 590,002 
Shell eggs (converted)........... 1,357,568 
Dried €pa6..5 <o 2 gies is. eee nar 673,759 
Frozem€¢ees <4 .0s5u oka toe oe 268,742 
Condensed milk (unsweetened). . 1,184,324 
Casinos 42.0.0 eee een ee 98,476 
Apples (freals). agg cree boiZioL = 
Other fruits (iresh)..3.s. <a 16,297,830 
Canned fruitsen- 3s, oe ee 1,687,089 
Onions. o 2. ae eee eee 3,856,137 
Potatoes *..:'J.5: oe eee eee om 2,666,067 
Canned tomatoes: 015 es. aa Bs al Bb 
Vegetables (preserved, all sorts). . 797,801 
Canned foods, (not specified)... .. 114,360 
SO-si: fruits, pulp 7a ate 514,295 
Jams coe ck oe ee 744,670 
Ganned salmon: ic8c750- te ee 666,732 

otal... (sc oe eee 169,897,660 


(Cwts.) 
1946 

67,443,436 
10,704,709 
2,195,103 
2,096,130 
65,483 
688,410 
7,815,179 
S5220,230 
3,502,420 
72,519 
1,597,505 
179,237 
4,226,681 
4,072,955 
309,389 
953,086 
914,665 
307,462 
L72i,2387 
48,219 
1,836,709 
10,448,936 
634,372 
1,547,104 
153,515 
456,211 
248,174 
8,574 
531,030 
633,910 
859,120 


134,496,767 


British Imports of Foodstuffs from Canada 


(Cwts ) 
1938 

101,626,356 
7,676,749 
19,875,622 
Lodagat 
596,753 
955,591 
2,942,390 
6,888,837 
6,867,915 
664,321 
1,180,866 
11,606 
9,517,913 
2,927,326 
440,718 
3,245,824 
6,357 
937,154 
316,306 
101,046 
7,067,523 
22,470,375 
3,997,029 
4,572,643 
2,923,124 
926,837 
143,890 
561,958 
455,806 
63,674 
1,151,829 


212,290,059 


%o % of o of 

(Cwts.) total (Cwts.) total (Cwts.) total 

1947 imports 1946 imports 1938 imports 

Wheatim. joc see oe 68,785,527 81.9 57,688,002 82.5 28,830,526 28.3 
Wheéeat-flour).<2.. / oe oe 13,218,766 73.9 9,451,600 88.2 3,652,616 47.5 
Barley as os oe te eee Pee AACE a, pay MON 5,466,607 27.5 
Oates. cs las ns ee eee 1,968,609 92.9 1,510,191 72.0 1,479,701 93.9 
Oat products2os. <:. da. eae ATA OTB? sete 745,368 ... £94,733 82.9 
Beans: oye eos 57,605 10.6 14,297 2.0 ~254,412 26.6 
Beet <.:2 ee ee ee a ere 292 543 209" A ISZ 474 al 14, 783) 4a 
Mutton and lamb........... 22.996. >. 082 92,181 a | A eee 
Baconsc! Bache tae 1,962,454, 74.4. <23576,299: 73.5 ~ 1,275. 20b5 sia 
Haine .c40 tees 6 a ee 1.265 79.0 38,092 52.5 232,079 34.9 
Pork..20 863 2: eee ois See Bs 15) kamera 8,663° )c355 
Pork ‘offal nc3. 4eiee 2 oe 14,023 9.5 19.332." Fi0 1,232 10:6 
Butterit.:25 4740 a eae Ce ek a oeitigans SOT 24 
Cheese econo see eetee 458,024 11.9 1,004,945 24.6 677,137 wal 
Poultry 4a so ape ee 107,479 18.2 10,2967" 326 12,501, 2:8 
*Shell eggs (converted)...... 640,285 47.1 450,938 47.3 L757) Oe 
Dried ‘eg¢s seuss. cea a 110,453 16.3 109,880 11.9 ea Me 5 Set 
Frozen 6998) 5.30 esac ees, 3 14 345 coe eae We Ss onc, Be ae 
Condensed milk (unsweetened) 245,557 20.7 255.826 14.3 179,288 56.6 
Casini gay). hese si ke eer Loa G. 3 4,508 9.3 7,986 7.8 
Apples (fresh) s020'S an ae 663,145 43.8 1,271,017 69.2. 3,006,589 42.5 
Canned fraitas Yo) ate ae 101,497 6.0 33,6375-56.0 193,085 4.8 
Potatoes... 5).ce. vee eee ee 1,500,000 56.3 emer ey ee te. oe 
Canned tomatoes A440 2.5 5. Zealot Se 2155931 446.3 176,034 18.9 
Tomato products........... 196.214... aay 2005 0 ee TO,8ies a 
Vegetable products. . 5,446 ae 6320 72 [AS #) S 5) pete Pee 
Canned foods (not specified). 12,225- 1025 Cos Met eas 480,570 85.5 
SO-2 fruits, pulp.. 70am wla.d 41.872 Si 26,980 5.9 
Canned salmon............. LOT oS 6 dane 512,796. 59.6 155,679 13.4 
Totals... eee 91,166,247 53.6 77,450,749 57.5 46,773,615" 22.0 


*Shell eggs converted at average of 134 ounces. 
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